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“God’s Kingdom Come, Our Daily Bread, and the Neighbor in Need”

Luke 11:1-10

We have been looking at Jesus’ parables on the Kingdom.  Last week, we examined the Parable of the Sower.  In the weeks to come, we’ll be looking at a number of others as well.  But this morning, since we are taking part in the Souper Bowl of Caring, I wanted us to consider a parable that is often overlooked.  We find it in the same place where Jesus teaches the disciples the Lord’s Prayer.  But before we consider the parable, let us look at the prayer.

The opening of the Lord’s Prayer is all about God: “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come” (11:2). Then the prayer moves to focusing on our needs for provision (daily bread), pardon (forgive us), and protection (lead us not into temptation).  The order is intentional – we honor God before raising personal needs.  Jesus expresses this order when He says, "Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well" (Mt. 6:33). So we begin in prayer praising God; then we make our requests known, admitting we have needs which only He can fill.

This morning, I want us to focus in on "Give us this day our daily bread."  When we pray for this, we’re showing that we’re depending on God one day at a time.  Within our request is the faith-knowledge that God will provide. [P] I want us each to consider something: Have you ever not known where your next meal was coming from?  We usually have more than enough food for ourselves, so this request may seem remote.  In our abundance, we sometimes forget that God is the Source of our provision – that without God, we wouldn’t even be here.  But when we live in an awareness of God’s great provision, we won’t even take the so-called ordinary blessings of life for granted.

During an Army field exercise, a soldier posed a question about their food rations: "Chaplain, before eating our MRE’s, should we offer grace or last rites?"  It’s important that we’re thankful for whatever God provides – even things we may not like. "Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God" (1 Cor. 10:31).  How can eating food be to God’s glory? When we remember the Source and give Him praise.

Back in biblical times, bread was the staple of life.  Jesus was instructing the disciples to ask God for what they needed to live for the day.  So, bread is a symbol for everything necessary for life and well-being.


But notice we pray for "our" daily bread.  There’s no room for selfishness here. It’s been said, "Bread for myself is a physical matter; bread for others is a spiritual one."  There is enough for everyone’s need, but not enough for everyone’s greed.  Are we sharing?  Are we giving?  Are we ministering where there is need? [Pause] 

Speaking of those in need, Jesus offers a parable right after teaching the disciples how to pray – the parable of the neighbor in need.  Let’s read those verses again [vs. 5-8].  
Notice that the man is asking for bread.  He is requesting help with that basic staple of life – that which he needs to sustain his family and provide for his guests.  And he seeks out one who can help with that provision.  But the parable is not primarily about the bread.  It’s about what we should do and where we should go to have our needs met.  Jesus uses this parable to reinforce his teaching that we are to pray to the Father, asking Him to provide for our daily needs.  

And why does the man of the house give the visitor bread?  Because of the man’s boldness in asking.  As followers of Jesus Christ, as citizens of the Kingdom, our Father expects us to knock on the door of heaven, expressing with boldness our faith in Him and our dependence on Him.  That is the primary teaching of this parable.  

But there is another important part.  What happens once the visitor makes his request?  The man in the house gets up and gives his friend as much as he needs.  The one who gives represents the Father.  And Jesus came to show us just who the Father is – He is love.  He is One who responds to us with great compassion, lavish generosity, and boundless grace.  Jesus embodied that.  And we are to embody it as well.  When we encounter someone in need, we are to treat them as the Father has treated us – with compassion, generosity, and grace – the way you would treat a friend!  

I believe it’s significant that Jesus describes the visitor as a friend. Why?  Because through Christ, our Mediator, we are able to approach the throne of grace, and hear the Father call us friend!  And as those who are now His ministers of reconciliation, we are to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to all in need.  We are able to offer both the basic need of earthly bread and the eternal need of the Bread of Heaven, Jesus Christ.  And when we come together with them, breaking bread, sharing Christ, there is no more fitting word to use than friend.  


Are we looking for the face of Christ in those in need?  Are we prepared to open ourselves up and reach out, like a friend would?  Are we willing to respond?  [P] A man from Dallas heard about a family that needed food.  He began to pray, asking God to provide for this needy family, then he paused and said, "On second thought, Lord, you helped those in need; you call us to help those in need; help me be your hands and feet."  

The Souper Bowl of Caring is about being Jesus’ hands and feet – it is about responding to hunger, poverty and need with the tangible love of Jesus Christ.  This is part of our Kingdom work.  We hear about it in Matt. 25 – “The King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat … I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (31-45). Our faith is a living faith – it is a faith that demonstrates itself by modeling the love of Jesus Christ.  That is Kingdom work.


We invite you to join in it!  Join with our youth and churches all over the country, to face hunger head on!  Your support of the Souper Bowl of Caring is wonderful place to start.  But don’t let it end there.  Look for those opportunities to reach out and respond to the great many needs all around you.  We have countless opportunities to do incarnational ministry – in the flesh – life on life.  Inviting the stranger in, breaking bread together, and looking for those divine appointments to share the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ!  Kingdom work begins and ends with Jesus.  He is present throughout, so we should proclaim Him throughout! [P]

One day, the disciples urged Jesus to stop and have something to eat.  He replied, "I have bread to eat that you don’t know about."  Physical nourishment is only part of the petition to: “Give us each day our daily bread.” God has established His Church to share what the world doesn’t have to offer – the Bread of Life.  Jesus said, "I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry… If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.  This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world" (Jn. 6:35-51). 
To those who are spiritually starved, God invites to come and eat without cost.  He says, "Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live!" (Isa. 55:2-3).  Our soul delights in the richest of fare – our soul delights in Jesus!  There is no greater satisfaction than that found in our Savior!  For in Him, our soul finds life!  

I recall the quote: “The secret to prayer is a hunger for God.”  Are we hungry for the Lord?  Are we craving more of Christ – more of His life conveyed in and through us?  Are we longing for His Kingdom to be made manifest all around us?  Jesus says to us: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you” (Lk. 11:9). Speaking of knocking, we are not the only ones who do it.  Jesus calls out to us:“Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me” (Rev 3:20). May we hear His voice.  May we open the door.  And may the Bread of Life, feed us till we want no more.
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