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NOVEMBER 2022
Have you ever had the feeling you’ve lost your focus due to
the distractions of the holiday season?
By the time the
Thanksgiving holiday rolls around, many are already overwhelmed
with Christmas. There was a time when Thanksgiving signaled the
"beginning of the Christmas season," but these days, people feel
they’re behind the curve if they haven’t gotten an early jump on
Christmas preparations. And it’s not just shopping. Look around:
Many people (yourself included perhaps) are stressed out about
holiday finances or feeling the pinch of household projects that
need to be completed before the relatives come visiting.
But there is a gift available to you right now – one that you can also share with others, one
which you can embody for others – the gift of God’s goodness. In other words, we need to rekindle
the habit of giving thanks.
Everyone knows they’re supposed to be thankful on Thanksgiving Day, but the heart-attitude
won’t kick in by magic: it has to be cultivated. Here are three ways to help us out:
1. Thanksgiving is more than an American holiday; it’s a godly way of life. A thankful heart is
more than a good idea; it’s the will of God for His people. “Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:16-18). Paul’s
words have something to teach us about the will of God: He wants us to be thankful from the
heart. Why torture ourselves over discovering God’s will when the obvious first step is right in front
of us?
2. True thankfulness should be a mark of God’s community. Look at the way of life exhibited
by the early church: “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved” (Acts
2:46-47). How many times have we overlooked the “glad and sincere hearts” witnessed throughout
Scripture? Happiness is not a duty required by God; it’s the result of new life in Christ! You don’t
have to get very far into the fruit of the Spirit to see the role of thankfulness in producing love, joy
and peace.
3. The best defense against holiday stress is a happy heart. There is an excellent article I
found called, “Boost Your Health with a Dose of Gratitude.” The title of this secular article could be
the challenge of the Christian! It’s no surprise that God’s way is the good way. Remember and
proclaim the benefits of a thankful heart to both body and soul, even for the simple everyday things
around you. It doesn’t matter if you repeat yourself some days—some things are worth giving thanks
for every single day.
God’s people should be a thankful people. A thankful heart is a heart awake to God’s
goodness. It lives in the constant wonder of His first judgment about the world: “It is good.” Let the
world overflow with thanksgiving. The thankful heart speaks the language of heaven. By fostering
this ongoing spirit of thanksgiving, we are better able to make November and December a more
joyful—and more godly—place, wherever we—the Body of Christ—go.
In gratitude to our Savior,
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FAMLY NIGHT
Family Night will meet each Wednesday in November
except the 23rd, starting with dinner prepared by
Jim Recknagel at 5:30. Following dinner, there will be
worship, music and activities for the children and
youth. Adults will be offered a devotion, discussion
and time for concerns and celebrations. Volunteers
are needed for set-up and clean-up before and after
dinner. Please let the church office know if you can
help.

When
considering
holidays
&amp; events in November we often
think of Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving
and the beginning of Advent. Did you
know November 1st is celebrated in
the Christian Church as All Saints
Day? For those who observe this day
it is a time to commemorate those
saints of the church who are now in
heaven as well as celebrating the
faithful followers of Jesus throughout church history. A number of
hymn tunes are named in honor of
saints. I thought it would be interesting to take a look at some of
these hymns and learn about the
various saints they are named after.
On Wednesday evening, November 2,
I will be discussing background information about these hymns and
playing some special arrangements.
If you’d like to be a part of this join
me in the sanctuary at 6:40 that
evening.
Another special event for November will be a musical program
following our Thanksgiving Dinner on
the 13th . The choir will be presenting anthems accompanied by pianist
Mary Beth Norman and a string ensemble. This ensemble will also be
sharing selections. Plan to attend
this evening and feed your body with
some delicious food and your soul
with some beautiful music.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Women’s Bible Study, Jesus & Women, will
meet in the Cottage November 7th and 14th
(finishing up the 14th).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Have a blessed November!
Pam
I will give to the Lord thanks due to His
righteousness and
I will sing praise to the name of the Lord,
the Most High.
(Ps. 7:17)
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THANKSGIVING DINNER
NOVEMBER 13 AT 6:00 PM

3 Brie Davis
4 Carroll Miller
6 Kathy Barnes
7 Mimi Albert
9 Ansley Shamblin
10 Paul Mullins
11 Hannah Bowman

Our Community Thanksgiving Dinner is Sunday, November 13, beginning at 6:00 pm. Volunteers are
needed to bake a turkey breast
which will be purchased and left at
the church to pick up there. If you
can, please bring your favorite side
dish and/or dessert. The church will
provide the turkey, rolls and drinks.
There will be a special music program following the dinner. Volunteers are needed to help set up and
clean up. You can contact Sherry
Claar (304-543-4925) or Beckie
Croghan at the church office (304727-8872) (you can leave a message
if there is no answer) if you have
any questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Barb Willson
Steve Wilson
Ann Cox
Adam Recknagel
Pam Mullins
Shirley Hyatt
Clemente Twyman

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS
Christmas Poinsettias will be
available from Gritts Midway Greenhouse. All
purchase requests, with payment, must be
submitted to the church office by November 23rd.
Delivery of the flowers will be Friday, December 9.
We will have inserts in the bulletins with more
information.
All sizes are available in red, marble, pink and
white.

Nurturing
Faith

Sizes and Prices: 6” - $9.00; 7” - $16.25; 8” $24.00; 10” - $20. Add an additional 75 cents for
custom wrap with bow.

November 6 – Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost:
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Paul tells the believers in Thessalonica to not be alarmed about rumors
of the coming ‘Day of the Lord,’ but rather to hold fast to
the truth they have been taught. What worries and anxieties is the Spirit inviting you to let go of right now? How
do we discern what faith ‘traditions’ are worth holding
on to, and which have served their purpose?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November 13 – Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost:
Read Isaiah 65:17-25 The prophet is painting a beautiful picture of the ‘New Heavens and New Earth’ in his
final chapters. What images in this passage speak to
your deep hopes and desires? How do we cultivate this
vision of shalom in our world today, knowing that its
final culmination can only be the work of Christ?

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP OUT IN
THE NURSERY DURING CHURCH SERVICES.

ALSO
Volunteers are needed for the after-church
fellowship. There is a sign-up sheet on the
cabinet in the kitchen.
There are snacks
(crackers, chips, cookies) in the pantry, or you
can bring something to share.

November 20 – Christ the King Sunday: Read: Luke
23:33-43 This Christ the King Sunday we are reminded
that the crown Jesus wore was one of thorns. How is
your life as a citizen of Christ’s kingdom marked by sacrifice and service to others?
November 27 – First Sunday of Advent: Read Romans
13:11-14 Paul encourages the believers in Rome that
salvation is at hand because “the day is near!” As we
wait in this Advent season, how are we shining light into
darkness and walking in paths of peace? How is the
Spirit using this season to ‘wake you up’ to pay attention to where God is at work in the world?

16
19
20
25
25
29
29
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities
to help those in our community.
6
13
20
27

1.
Operation Christmas Child
Boxes are now available in the back
pew of the church, along with
instructions/suggestions on what to
purchase the children, separated by boy/girl,
and age groups (5 to 9, and 10-14), as well as
mailing instructions. November 20 is the
deadline to bring in your filled shoebox. If your
shoebox is filled before the 20th, you can bring
it to the sanctuary and place it in front of the
church.

Susan Bryan
Kathy Barnes
Beckie Croghan
Susan Bryan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2.
Christmas Baskets
We are looking for people to
sponsor families this year, help
assemble the food baskets (Friday,
December 16), and to help distribute the
baskets (Saturday, December 17). We need
sponsors for the baskets, food items, or you
can provide monetary contributions. A sign-up
sheet insert will be in the Sunday bulletins.
Please complete the insert and place it in the
offering plate. If you have any questions or
concerns, feel free to contact Joe Lothes or the
church office.

Girl Scouts Collecting Pet Supplies
Girl Scout Troop 51197 is collecting pet supplies and food to donate to local animal shelters and rescues. We will accept any items,
but one rescue has specifically requested
cleaning supplies including: paper towels,
bleach (not low splash), scrubber sponges,
dish liquid, towels (used are okay), sheets
and blankets (used, but not comforters). We
will distribute anything collected to the appropriate location. The deadline to make donations is Sunday, November 20. Thank you
for continuing to let us use the building.

3. Coats and blankets
We will be collecting coats and blankets for a
community coat drive. Donations will go to
Community Bridge. If you have donations, you
can bring them to the church office or place
them in the basket located in the church gym.
The following message is from the director of
Community Bridge, Pastor Chris Kimbro: “We
have been overwhelmed with coat requests
from recovery houses and Union Mission men’s
shelter. Our referrals have also increased
causing us to need a lot of coats and blankets
for families. We have now given out over 200
beds this year and it’s nice when we can give
blankets with them. We are also in great need
of baby wash, body wash, and deodorant for
men and women. Thank you.”

Sarah Sigmon
GS Troop 51197
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Choir Rehearsal
November 3, 10 and 17.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 6
Remember to turn your clock
back

Join us in remembering our Veterans on
Veterans’ Day, Friday, November 11.
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CELEBRATION OF
THE LORD’S SUPPER

I want to once again thank our
amazing Riverlawn family for your
countless expressions of encouragement, love and support for my
family. May our Lord bless and
keep you.

Sherry Marcum, who is enrolled in
the 3-year commissioned ruling
elder program, will assist Pastor
Chris in the Celebration of the
Lord’s Supper on November 6, at
10:30 a.m.

Pastor Chris
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNATION DAY OF PRAYER
Sunday, November 6, is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. Let us remember
and lift up our brothers and sisters
who are suffering for their faith in
Jesus around the world.
THE SEASON OF ADVENT

The Season of Advent begins
Sunday, November 27. Let us
prepare to enter this special
season
of
waiting
and
anticipation for the arrival of
our Savior—God with us!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BUILDING SECURITY
Deacons’ After Church Lock-up and
Microphone for November is Ann Cox

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Saturday, December 3, 9:00 am
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2022 Riverlawn Elders and
Board of Deacons
Elders:
Betty McAdam; Nancy Young; Kayla and Brandon (Kathy Barnes); Randy Dodrill; Lauren (Ron
& Sherry Claar’s granddaughter); Chester Bird
(Wanda Smith); John and Nan Bedick; Paul
Vaughn; David, Laura and Max Brubaker (Janet
Brubaker); Virginia Drennen (Randy Dodrill’s
mother); Joanna Keller; Sherri Drake (Ann Cox);
Dave and Joyce Ryan; Jason Barnes’ friend and
friend’s mother; Hannah Bowman; Roger
McBride (Linda Wilson); Jane Lothes; JB Recknagel; Casey Stribling; Lakyn Kilbert; David
Blevins (Donald & Sherry Marcum); Linda
Means; Janet Young; Doris Kellam; Charlie
Kellam; Mick Hughes (Caroline Dodrill); and for
the Global Church that we may embody the gospel to all.

Kathy Barnes, Stated Clerk/Stewardship
304-444-3058; Kabgmrl@comcast.net
Susan Bryan, Christian Nurture/Family
304-389-6063; newsusanbryn@gmail.com
Joe Lothes, Missions/Community
304-767-8313; fishlothes@hotmail.com
Bill Michael, Building & Grounds
304-741-1736; Bmichael47@gmail.com
Pam Mullins, Evangelism
304-932-8463; pwmandpsm@yahoo.com
Paul Mullins, Worship/Fellowship
304-741-5914; nascarmemberswva@yahoo.com
Session will meet November 27 at 2:00pm via
Zoom.

Prayer List for Nyeri Presbytery
and Presbytery of West Virginia

Deacons:
Nov. 6—Church: Wand; Parish: Wandumbi; Bream
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Charleston; Church
of the Covenant, Grafton.

Jason Barnes—304-205-3315
jasonbarnes@yahoo.com
Ann Cox—304-389-2227
Lcox235@aol.com

November 13—Church: Githakwa; Parish: Wandumbi: First Presbyterian Church, Hinton; Kuhn
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Barboursville.

Joanna Keller –304-546-7376
kellerjoanna@yahoo.com

November 20—Church: Kaigo-ini; Parish: Wandumbi; Marlinton Presbyterian Church; Westminster Presbyterian Church.

Sherry Marcum—304-395-7610
Ott_marcum@yahoo.com
Mary Reppert—304-419-2755
Reppert.mary@gmail.com

November 27—Church: Kigogoini; Parish: Wandumbi; Riverlawn Presbyterian Church, St. Albans;
Village Chapel Presbyterian Church, Charleston.

Deacon’s Meeting December 4, immediately after
worship service.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

Riverlawn Strives To

Deadline for submitting information for the
December Newsletter is November 28th.
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Purge ourselves of pride by focusing on glorifying God
Teach the truth through fellowship & discipleship
Demonstrate a life of love through service to others
Share the gospel of Jesus Christ with those in need
Purge Pride, Teach Truth, Live Love

